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On Dec. 29 at noon in Lima and other cities, church bells pealed, police and fire sirens roared
and drivers stopped their cars and honked marking a national "prayer" to end violence. The
cacophony was followed by a "minute of silence for peace." According to the Peruvian government,
2,000 people have died, result of the Sendero Luminoso insurgency, since the first nationwide
peace vigil exactly one year ago. The vigil was ignored in Ayacucho, 225 miles southeast of Lima.
Witnesses said that in Huancayo, 125 miles east of Lima, church bells rang and sirens roared. A
recent report by the Senate's commission on violence said economic problems and the insurgency
and repressive countermeasures by government forces were undermining Peru's democracy. The
commission said the roots of the insurgency are imbedded in centuries of hate and discrimination
between Peru's rich and poor. Sendero Luminoso was founded in May 1980 by Abimael Guzman.
Since then, the fighting has killed more than 12,000 people and has spread throughout the central
highlands, to the major-r coastal cities and into the eastern jungle. To counter the guerrillas, the
government has installed states of emergency, giving the military broad policing and governing
powers in eight states where more than half of Peru's 21 million people live. Both the Londonbased Amnesty International and the New York-based Americas Watch sharply criticized Peruvian
authorities in reports this year for tolerating human rights violations. Late on the evening of
Dec. 29, masked guerrillas pertaining to the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement firebombed
three luxury restaurants in Lima after forcing clientele and staff into the streets. The actions
occurred simultaneously. According to police, the three restaurants were Las Trece Monedas, a
former colonial home in downtown Lima converted into a popular tourist restaurant; the seaside
steakhouse Rincon Gaucho, and the suburban restaurant La Puerta Roja. (Basic data from AP,
12/29/88, 12/30/88)
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